5th Sunday of Easter
Sunday, May 2, 2021
(Congregational Parts are in Bold)
INTRODUCTION
The church is local and it is more than just local. A church-sized group
of Christians is able to decide some things, but sometimes, more voices
need to be brought into the conversation. The dispute arises in Antioch,
and when the dissension escalates, the church at Antioch sends its
leaders and “some of the others” to Jerusalem. (Are these “others” the
teachers who oppose Paul and Barnabas, or rank-and-file members of
the church in Antioch — or representatives of both groups? The answer
is not clear from the text.)
Sometimes a way forward comes through the realization that longstanding differences are not necessarily defining differences. “We”
thought we were different from “them,” but as we get to know each
other, we find points of similarity and contact. In his speech, Peter
works to overcome the “us” (Jews) and “them” (others/Gentiles)
distinction. God has given Gentiles the Holy Spirit and faith (15:8-9),
just as God gave these gifts to those Jews who are numbered among
believers in Jesus. Moreover, the Jews who believe in Jesus believe that
they will be saved, not by keeping the Law, but by “the grace of the Lord
Jesus.” In these ways, there are no distinctions between Jewish and
Gentile believers.

GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.
PRELUDE
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS
CALL TO WORSHIP
Let us lay down:
those things which divide and dull our relationships together that
cause conflict of little worth.
Let us lay down:
those issues that are more about us than about the love of God.
Let us lay down:
the words we have said that have hurt those we spoke them to.
Let us lay down:
the grudges we cling onto from ages past.
Let us lay down:
the fear of straying through faith into areas in which we have no
experience.
Let us lay down:
our fear of a future that is not comfortable and familiar.
Let us lay down:
the anger we have of those who wish to remain with what is
familiar
and with those who wish to explore further.
Let us lay down:
that which is unloving and does not bring life.
GATHERING HYMN: Gather Us In #532

GREETING
The grace of Jesus the Christ, the love of God, and the communion
of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.
PRAYER OF THE DAY
God of all, in Jesus you have made us all siblingss in Christ.
There is no distinction between Gentile and Jew. There is no
separation that can remove any from fellowship in Christ’s
community. Blind us to our differences so that in unity we may
proclaim your truth to all, for the sake of Jesus Christ in whom
there is harmony and peace. Amen.
WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (setting 12 in ACS page 33)

GOSPEL: Acts 15: 1-18
The holy gospel as found in the book of Acts.
Glory to you, O Lord.
Holy Wisdom, Holy Word Thanks be to God.
SERMON
HYMN OF THE DAY The Church’s One Foundation #654
Verses 1, 3, and 5

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
God, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.
OFFERING Go to our website for instructions on how you might
contribute to the ministry of Redeemer. www.redeemerlutheran.ca

OFFERING PRAYER
DIALOGUE
God is with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to God.
Let us give thanks and praise to our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
HOLY HOLY HOLY (setting 12 in ACS page 36)

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
The earth is full of your glory.
The earth is full of your glory.
Amen, and amen.
Amen, and amen.
LORD’S PRAYER
INVITATION TO COMMUNION
COMMUNION SONG (ACS Setting #12 - p. 40)

COMMUNION
TABLE BLESSING
The body and blood of our Redeemer Jesus Christ strengthen you
and keep you in God’s grace. Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.
BLESSING
May our glorious God grant you a spirit of wisdom
to know and to love the risen Lord Jesus.
The God of life,
Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit,
bless you now and forever. Amen.
SENDING SONG Sent Forth by God’s Blessing #547

DISMISSAL
Alleluia! Christ is risen.
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!
Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia!
Thanks be to God. Alleluia!
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